work for their own destruction. He who worked for
the ruin of another was bound to ruin himself. That
was the law of life. He begged of them not to ruin them-
selves and their religion.
ABDUCTED WOMEN
Gandhiji next talked to them of another subject
\vhich could bear repetition. Several thousand Hindu
and Sikh girls H&d been taken away by Muslims. The
whereabouts of a few were known, but there were large
numbers about whom he knew nothing. When contacted
some were reported to have said that they did not wish
to return. They were afraid that they would not be
accepted back by their society. Their husbands, parents
and friends would look down upon them. Gandhiji
wanted to say, with all the emphasis at his command,
that society should welcome those girls back. Some of
them were pregnant. It was no fault of theirs. Their
children, when born, should be treated with the same
regard and respect as any other children. The religion
of these children would be that of the mother. On
growing up they could change it if they wished. If any
such girl came to him she would be treated by him as
any other girl in his party. To castigate these girls, for
having fallen a victim to the lust of some monster, was
less than human. No shame attached to them.
Gandhiji had been told that many Muslim girls had
been abducted in Patiala and Kashmir and other places
by Hindus and Sikhs. Some of them were girls from
well-known families. If his voice could reach the places
where these girls were, he would strongly advise the
guilty parties to restore them without delay. There was
no doubt that they would be accepted back by their
families.
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